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ches brought back intelligence in two days' time. In recog-
nition of this service, the Emperor bestowed on him the
title of 'Khan5 and is reported to have foreseen his great-
ness by saying: "One who, like the ruby, goes through afflic-
tions patiently, becomes the decoration of the wreath of
fortune's crown." It was mainly due to the enterprising courage
of Shihabu'd-Din Khan that the Imperial forces under the
command of Hasan 'All Khan were saved from complete dis-
aster. The general was reinforced and freshly provisioned, and
after a few weeks he was in a position to inflict a severe defeat
on the Maharana of Udaipur (22 January 1680), annihilat-
ing his power and compelling him to flee to the Aravalli
hills.
Soon afterwards Shihabu'd-Dm Khan was directed to pro-
ceed towards Sirohi, to check the movements of Durgadas
who contemplated attacking Ajmer to contest the Imperial
throne in favour of prince Muhammad Akbar. Shihabu'd-Dia
Khan succeeded in sowing seeds of disaffection in the army
of the prince. The first thing he did was to send secret intelli-
gence to his brother, Mujahid Khan, about his movements.
Mujahid Khan although exalted to a high position by the
Prince, waited for an opportunity to escape and join the
Imperial forces. He went to Prince Muhammad Akbar and
succeeded in persuading the Prince to give him leave to
go and bring over his brother, Shihabu'd-Dm Khan, to
his side. With permission from the Prince, he took as much
money and valuables as he could carry with him and joined
his brother with the intention of never returning. His deser-
tion was followed by that of many others of all ranks, very
few remaining with the Prince.1
When Prince Akbar's army approached Ajmer and made
preparations for general action next day, most of his men had
already gone over to Shihabu'd-Din Khan's side during the
night; only a few men under the command of Ziau'd-Din
Muhammad Shuja'i and the Rathor soldiery remained with
him.2 The Prince feeling dispirited resolved to take to flight
and seek an asylum with Sambhaji. The latter received him
with great courtesy, gave him a house to live near the fort
of Rahirl and fixed an allowance for his maintenance.3 ""•*
1 Ibid., p. 199.	2 Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 275.	8 Ibid., p. 277.

